08/03/2006 12:07 FAX 5123209181 



CONLEY ROSE PC 



Appl. NO. 10/726,432 

Amdt dated August 3, 2006 

Reply to Office action of May 9, :;tf)06 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 

the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 -2. (Cancelled). 



3. (Currently amended) A method comprising: 

providing information rega ling an online auction to a computer system . 

and 

pratin g bv a software p rog ram executing on the computer system, an 
auction outcome for gaoh of a plurality of potential feedback rules. 
foLtheon^ 

pFov4dmg-prediste4 -auotien^ut<^me&4ui#^f^emprises: 

ranking, by :he software program, each of the plurality of 
potential feedback rules based on the predicted 
outcomes; and 
providing the ranking to the auction end-user;, 
blowin g an auction end-ti *gr to select a feedback rule to implement from 
the plurality of potential feedback ru les ****ci on the predicted 
auction outco mes . 

4. (Currently amended) The method as defined in claim [[1]] 3_wherein 
predicting further comprises modeling an outcome for each of the plurality of 
potential feedback rules. 

5. (Original) The method as defined in claim 4 wherein modeling the 
outcome for each of the plurality of potential feedback rules further comprises 
calculating a statistical distribution of possible outcomes for each of the plurality of 
potential feedback rules. 
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6.-7. (Cancelled). 

8. (Currently amended) A_r.gmputer system comprising: 
a processor; and 

a non-volatile memory co .ipled to the processor and storing an auction 
program; 

x/v/here in the processor ex ecutes t he auc tion program stored on the non- 
volatile memory ard predicts a n auction outcome for each of a 
plurality of feedback rules; and T ho comp ut er systegv-a^efmecMfi 
elaim-6 

wherein the processor, executing the auction program, selects one of the 
plurality of feedback rules to implement based on the predicted 
auction outcomes. 

I 9. (Currently amended) The computer system as defined in claim [[6]1 8 
wherein the processor, executing the auction program, models a plurality of 
outcomes for an auction, one each for each of the plurality of feedback rules. 

10. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 9 wherein the 
processor predicts a final outcome for each of the plurality of feedback rules. 

11. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 9 wherein the 
processor calculates a statistical distribution of outcomes for each of the plurality 
of feedback rules. 

12. (Cancelled). 

13. (Currently amended) A computer readable media storin g instructions 
executable by a co mputer system , *nd when executed the instructions implement 

a method comprising: 

acce pting parameters of r un online auct ion from an auction end-user; 
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modeling, for each of a p Uralit v of feedback r ules, an auction outcome 
using , at least in pa rt the parameters supplied bv the auction end r 
user; and 

holding an online auction based on the parameters of the online au ction 
and using o ne of tha plurality of feedback rules selected based on 
the modefing The^-ffH^etHreadab 

w herein hotdw#-t^i-QRK no a uction further c empRGe s h old in^-an 

selected by the instructions executed by the computer program 
based on the model ng. 



14. (Cancelled). 

15. (Currently amended) The computer readable media as defined in claim 
[[12]] 13 wherein modeling, for each of the plurality of feedback rules, the auction 
outcome further comprises calculating a statistical distribution of possible 
outcomes for each of the plurality of feedback rules. 



16. (Currently amended) The computer readable media as defined in claim 15 
further comprising, before the holding step: 

providing the statistical distributions of possible outcomes for each of the 

plurality of feedback rules to the auction end-user^and-then 
aHGwta§4fce-^etian-en€^ 

17. (Currently amended) The computer readable media as defined in claim 16 
wherein the providing step furthe* comprises: 

ranking each of the plurality of feedback rules based on statistical 

distributions of possible outcomes^-a^d 
p^di«g4he^^kif^o4hi^uGti0i^nd-«seF^ 

18. -19. (Cancelled). 
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20. (Currently amended) Ax^i&uter system comprising: 
a mea ns for reading and ex ecutin g programs; and 

a mpa ns for storing an auc inn program c oupled to the means for reading 
and executing; 

wherein the means for re ading and executing programs e xecutes the 
auction program sirred on the means for storing, pred icts an 
auction outcome for each of a plura lity of potential feedback rules 

fea<*i^n4-exe^ one of the P ,uralit Y of 

feedback rules to implement based on the predicted auction 
outcomes. 
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